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Abstract

This study is conducted with qualitative research methodology. The research aims (1) to study and show of
the life style of the scavenger under the value of the otherness of life. (2) To study and present the knowledge from
the fighting of the scavenger that pushes this one to build new own identity. Data are collected through existing
documents, participative observation, in-depth interviews and focus groups. Key informants for this study include
people who make a living as scavengers, ordinary people, local and organizational leaders.

The result of studying shows that the life and value of the otherness do not happen innocently as the city
and economic development also produces unpleasant results. That is the scavenger who is poor, dirty, lack of the
chance and alternatives. When the scavenger is a person whom the city does not need, that means others should not
stay close to this person. They show the attitude of dislike, looking down and treating this person as a useless
person. But for the scavenger, seeking for garbage is the best way of the person who has no choice. It is the chance
of survival, the chance to have enough to eat, and the chance to eliminate the discourse that lead to create the new
life and identities through the process of self-examination, reach to education system, create acceptances that is
recognized by society. Factors contributing to success in creating new identities include self-empowerment,
discipline, thoughts, determination, beliefs, friends and family. These are power of relations, leading to success or
failure in creating new identities for the scavengers. A good attitude to others and oneself is a conditional to make

the best life, due to all life will live together in society with honor of human and use the same standard to each life.

Keywords: scavenger, otherness of life, discourse, new identity
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