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Abstract

The purposes of this study were to study (1) identity of women leaders who were leaders in the movements for
environmental conservation (2) the importance of the cultural foundation that enables women to participate in the movement process
for environmental conservation and (3) guidelines for environmental conservation by female ecologists in Thailand.

The research found that the leadership of women in the fight for environmental conservation was naturally by recognizing
the duties, rights of women especially to their children and the families. The holistic concept was the main issue that contributes to the
identity of women leaders who were aware that nature was holistic and every living thing was centered (Bio-centric). Women's
commitment to the environment shared significant part of a culture. The environment also had a relationship both direct and indirect
with women who were more likely to be affected than others, such as the effects of drought, which caused women to have an inc reased
burden of providing water and food to families. Women played an important role in preventing and solving problems. That was as
community leaders in the treatment of upstream forests, fish, conservation zone and waste management. Women understood and
recognized the environment better than men because of their maternal instinct as well as their feminine nature. They were community
leaders who protected rivers and forests. Women served like a medium that drives to cause the ability to mobilize resources. Women
were leaders of the villages who were diligent and acted with dedication and sacrifice. They could be strong enough to show their
roles and duties effective and conscious with the right to protect resources and access to public resources had become an opp ortunity
that allowed villagers to come out together. Also women negotiated and challenged the power of the state in the channels of normal
political systems or bureaucratic systems and outside the normal political system boundaries to alter the problems arising from the

developmental discourse of the state in a legitimate manner.

Key Word: Ecofeminism Identity Environment
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