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Medical Use of Cannabis in Islamic Law Perspective
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Abstract

Cannabis (Cannabis sativa indica) has been used as a kind of herb for long time.
Thailand has redefined and legalized the medical use of cannabis with supporting evidence
from both traditional and conventional sciences. Cannabis is used to relieve chronic pain and
multiple sclerosis. Despite supporting research of the remedial properties of the cannabis,
Islamic Law scholars still have diverse opinion on the use of this narcotic or addictive
substance for medical purposes. The research found that the majority of Islamic Law
scholars opined that the practice was permissible since it was considered as an unavailable

effective alternative or limited treatment option due to its expensiveness and difficulty. The
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application of cannabis or its extraction is an innovation for the medical treatments.
However, the use of the product should be limited in the case that a normal treatment is
Shariah rule and to be performed under the supervision of medical experts. When no better

alternatives are available, the use amount is subject to necessity.
Keywords: Cannabis, Islamic Law, Medical Treatment
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