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Abstract

The research objectives were: 1) To study and analyze believes in Karens’
name related to nature 2) To study changes in Karens’ name to Thais’ name
according to impacts of education and modern culture 3) To present approaches in
order to preserve believes in Karens’ name. The research methodologies were:
documents study and qualitative research in the aspect of ethnographic research.
The data was collected through deep-interview and participatory observation. The
research site was karens people at Rai-Pa village, Kanchanaburi province. The
researcher used the structured frame of questions asking about community history,
believes, standards of naming, meanings of names and changes in Karens’ name
according to impacts of education and modern culture. The researcher used deep-
interviews with groups of Karens people, which were groups of elderly, adults,
teenagers and children.

The research results were:

1. Most of the believes in Karens’ name were highly related to nature, which
was because Karens people loved and respected nature and also believed in holy
spirits in nature.

2. Most changes in Karens’name were due to the impacts of education and
modern culture, especially changes in values of naming Karens children and
teenagers. Mostly, they were named in Thai instead of Karens’ language because of
the school system. The school system was forcing them to learn more about
modern culture, which was replacing their own identity and their own culture.

3. The approaches in preserving Karens’ name was to use education as tool in
inculcating consciousness in Karens youth to love their land and nature and to

preserve and help maintaining their valuable lore and belief.
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