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Abstract

This study examined Rangsit University lecturers’ Thai pronunciation in terms of
consonant pronunciation, vowel pronunciation, fonal and stress pronunciation by
franscribing Thai pronuciation from audio recording of an individual lecturer. A simple
random sampling method was used in order to collect data for this study. The participants
were 60 lecturers that were randomly selected from 20 out of 33 faculties at Rangsit
University. There were 10 faculties for science and 10 faculties for non-science fields.
Three lecturers were selected from each faculty.

The study found that there was no significant difference of Thai pronunciation
between science and non-science lecturers. The results were given as follows:
1) Consonant Pronunciation There were some mistakes found for consonant
pronunciation of single initial consonants and initial consonant clusters. However, there
was no mistake found for pronunciation of final consonants. 2) Vowel Pronunciation
There were some mistakes found for Thai vowels pronunciation of 2 phonemes. The
speakers tended to replace vowels /aa/ with /a/, /¢/ with /a/ and the final consonant /-j/
with /qj/. Neverthesless, the phoneme /-j/ does not exist in the Thai language. 3) Tonal
Pronunciation There were some mistakes found for tonal pronunciation. The speakers
tended to pronounce the rising tone/ * /with the high tone/ /. It is considered appropriate
for interogative sentences and spoken language. 4) Stress Pronunciation There were 2
junctures in stress pronunciation: Close juncture it was found that the speakers
pronounced syllabic linking with open juncture in stead of close juncture and this could
change the meaning. Open juncture It was found that the speakers pronounced words and
and senfences linking with various junctures and this led to miscommunication.

Keywords: Pronunciation, Thai pronunciation, Rangsit University Lecturers
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