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Abstract

This article focuses on female military profession and women’s roles in the Thai
army from 1942 to 1957. This study was conducted by using primary evidence from various
ministries regarding Royal Thai Armed Forces Headquarters, Thai Royal Gazette volumes, and
other associated articles and dissertations.

The results revealed that female military profession was the reflection of women’s
roles in Thai army from 1942 to 1957 due to the national policy implemented by Field
Marshal Plaek Pibulsongkram. The policy aimed to promote women’s roles and participation
in society since, during the Second World War, he desired to promote unity, courage, and
patriotism among the population, and one of the national policies was female military
profession as civil servants in the Ministry of Defense. The research found that, in the
beginning, the establishment of female military profession was aimed to enhance the
capacity of the national military forces similarly to major powers and uperade women’s role
according to the Western World. This policy created a strong image of women. Later, at the
end of the period of Field Marshal Plaek Pibulsongkram, the roles of female military
profession became less important and more unnecessary resulting in change in women’s
role; women played different roles as teachers, docters, nurses, etc. In conclusion, change in
the women’s role in Thai army was part of leadership policies, political situations, capability,

necessity, and suitability.

Keywords: Female military profession, Second World War, Field Marshal P (Plaek) Pibulsongkram
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