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Entering Government Service of Indians in the reign of King Rama V:
A Reflection on Identity Formation of Overseas Indians in Siam
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Abstract

This research examines the factors that make overseas Indians come to work with
the Siamese government. This will show that the Indians coming to work in Siam during the
reign of King Rama were different from those Indians who entered earlier to do trade or
become a low-skilled labor. This research found that the Indians coming to work during this
specific period tried to establish the identity of Indians in new territories through government
bureaucracy. The evidence used in this research is primary documents of the Metropolitan
Ministry and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and secondary documents such as thesis, articles
and related books. The results of the study shows that Indians who came to work in Siam
bureaucracy are police, doctors and engineers. The course of Indian skilled labor that came
to work in Siam was the lack of opportunity for local labor in British colony. The entry in
Siam bureaucracy could improve their living, increased work opportunities and showed that
Indians were skilled labors. Indian workers’s entry in Siam was also a result from the need of
manpower of Siam during King Rama 5. Indian workers’s entry also allowed them to
construct their identity as a working class in Siam bureaucracy that reflected the adjustment
of the Indians through the limitation of social rights in British colony and to show Westerners
and Siameses that Indians were a high skilled labor that can maintain their Indian identity
and beliefs. The consequences of the entry in Siam bureaucracy were the newly established
Indian identity that was creditable and can work in modern careers without being

westernized.
Keywords: King Rama 5, Overseas Indian, Government service, Indian identity
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