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Abstract

MOMOTARO (BEKER), a Japanese folk tale, has been well-known in Japan and
abroad for a long time. This paper presented the background as well as the significance of
the tale based on data collected from online sources as well as websites with information of
Okayama Prefecture. The paper concluded three significances including 1) the name of the
main character, “Momotaro”, originated from the name of the fruit possessed by a Japanese
god named Ookamutsuminokami existing in Kojiki, an ancient Japanese literature; 2) the
background of the folk tale was based on the story of Giant Ura of an ancient Japanese
kingdom named Kibi (i ##{=at =URADENSETSU); and 3). The Kingdom of Kibi covered most of

what is today Okayama Prefecture. Therefore, Okayama Prefecture makes use of Momotaro
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to promote tourism in the prefecture as a Japanese cultural town where the folk tale of
Momotaro originated through its advertising message, “When talking about Okayama
Prefecture, Momotaro always comes to one’s mind. When one talks about Momotaro,

Okayama Prefecture always comes to one’s mind, too.”

Keywords: MOMOTARO (BEAEL), Kojiki, Ura myth, Kibi, Okayama Prefecture
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