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Abstract

This article aimed to study Chinese history during the late Qing dynasty through
news photos published in French newspapers from 1891 to 1911. This research examines
how French newspapers reflect their views on Chinese history through news photos. The
study hypothesized that French newspapers would tend to specifically present their
perspectives on the history of Sino-French relations and the history of Sino-Imperial
superpowers relations.

Based on historical research methods, the authors gathered primary sources,
analyzed Chinese history, and recovered French perspectives from the news illustration
collection book series: The Lost History of China in the West: Chinese History during the Late
Qing Dynasty 1891 - 1911 Recorded by French Newspaper Le Petit Journal. The authors
then used content analysis to categorize the contents of the news photos, and a descriptive
analysis method to describe the contents of Chinese history from the news photos in French
newspapers.

The results showed that a total of 112 news illustrations depicted Chinese history
during the late Qing dynasty. The news illustrations appearing in French newspapers were
categorized into three groups by content. The first group comprising 64 news illustrations
portrayed the history of Sino-Imperial superpower relations. From the perspectives of French
journalists, these news illustrations reflected the events of the First Sino-Japanese War, the
Boxer Uprising, the Eight-Nation Allied Forces invasion of China, the Russo-Japanese War, etc.
The second group portrayed the history of Sino-French relations. Although these news
illustrations were published by French newspapers, only 26 news illustrations presented
events related to China and France and the violent conflicts between the two countries in
the period. However, the third group that lay outside the authors’ hypothetical limits,
comprising 22 news illustrations related only to China. Most of them reflected the
revolutionary movements and disasters in China. In addition, some presented imasges of
some significant historical figures in the Qing imperial court. Overall, the authors found that
these news illustrations reflected one perspective that China was the party causing not only

conflicts against foreign countries but also escalate those conflicts into violent collisions.
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However, these news illustrations presented France and other imperial superpowers as the

victims who needed to use their forces to safeguard their interests.
Keywords: Chinese history, Late Qing dynasty, Newspaper, France
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(Le Petit Journal (Supplément Illlustré) 16 January 1898)
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(Le Petit Journal (Supplément Illustré) 10 April 1904) (Le Petit Journal (Supplément lllustré) 16 January 1898)
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(Le Petit Journal (Supplément lllustré) 3 March 1907) (Le Petit Journal (Supplément lllustré) 19 February 1911)
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(Le Petit Journal (Supplement illustre) 8 July 1900) (Le Rire (journal humoristique paraissant le samedi) 14 July 1900)
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