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Contextual guessing strategies for teaching English

vocaburary
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Abstract

The purposes of this article are to show the importance of guessing word
meanings from context clues and to explain how this strategy is effectively used
in class. Due to the fact that vocabulary is one of the significant components of
learning English, learners who lack adequate vocabulary always encounter

considerable difficulty during reading. To overcome reading difficulty, it is crucial
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for English learners to be equipped with an effective means of learning new
words. Guessing word meanings from context clues is one effective vocabulary
learning strategy enabling learners to comprehend reading material and to
increase their vocabulary size. In addition to vocabulary expansion, context clue
strategies make a new word more memorable and aid in retention. According to
the mentioned benefits, it is imperative that instructors teach students to use

context clue strategies.
Keywords: Vocabulary teaching, Vocabulary learning strategies, Context clues
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2. Synonyms | 2. Antonym [3. Comparison |2. Appositive |3. Comparison | 3. Similar 3. Example
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1. fduurlundunuszamedrianin Direct definition clues) Aofiduugi
dnaweminauliuigeu Wunisvenanumngvesidnieinlnenss lngdaue
Huhdrdannulegauysaivieluusnsdlddinanuazgninsegsenitaaiomune
Gi’N“] ﬁa%uuz‘dizmmﬁiﬁuﬁ to be, mean, to be called, to be defined as, to be
known as, to be a type of, refer to, to be defined as, to be described as
TPLERNE!

Many animals live only by killing other animals and eating them. They are
called predatory animals. (ngy Lam%ﬁmqa 2549: 13)

2. fhuurluusunlssiannisiseudiouaumiiou (Comparison clues) Ao
fduurfifieuldiuioufiouamumilou (Similarity) sevihsyarauunAnriodwedlag
AdsuenaaglinaFouiisumdwitug fumdwifianigsruduesrienuiiulosy
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watlauu (Synonym) ﬁ’uﬁ’mwﬁﬁQ’a'mlzimmmmuma Tngeliludaaudann 6
%LLusﬂsszlﬁvLﬁLLﬁ as/as ... as, not as/so ... as, like/alike, likewise, similar to,
resemble, as if/as though, similarly, in the same way, comparing Lag compared
with fnagau

Many atolls can be found in the Pacific Ocean; similarly, other coral islands are
found in the Caribbean Sea. (Y Lﬁm%’muqa 2549: 14)

3. fwugluvsunysenannmsulSeuiisumnuwanang (Contrast clues) Ao

& Ay Y a v A o v v z:l' o A
GULLuch]NLEUEJTﬂm'Ja VBAITUNRIDAININNUYTN (Antonym) IUﬂqia@ﬂanﬁﬂJqﬂﬂJaﬂﬂqm
1

nevertheless, nonetheless, in spite of, despite, on the contrary, on the other
hand, conversely, in contrast, while, whereas, rather than Wa¢ as opposite to
FOEY
| detest Japanese food, but my wife likes it. (Tanthanis 2009: 2)
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neausisrannsndilafduusUssanild Tnegeudoddanudifuusznaulunis
LANANUTLNEUDIAANG FTuuzUsELand leun with, e.g., such as, shows, like,
especially, this, these, including, for example, as the following example, for
instance ALY

At night, we sometimes saw some nocturnal animals, such as owls and bats.
(a5 winaw 2542: 20)

5. fuurluusunuszann1sna1aen (Restatement clues) Fofatuuzildnis
nantwidenane laefifoulde 23 vieeyustleafilienumnevielanuieaiu
ﬁﬁ‘ﬁmﬂLﬁmﬁjzymﬁjuﬁémlﬁlﬁm or, that is, that is to say, i.e., in other words, to put
in another way, namely, \ASDILNY ,— () fpgnau
When | visited Canada last February, the weather was frigid, that is, very cold.
(a5 winaw 2542: 16)

6. frtuugluviundssinmuansaudumauanduna (Cause  and  effect
clues) HufduugUssinmisvenianuduiussening aung (Cause) uazkadnsa
P21 (Result) nawmtug nanredustuusandiferuiuamudumaduse
fumasrndwyitug Tnglilduenaumanonssy vossdnd fduusiiisuonang Tdun
because, as, because of, owing to, due to, for, on account of, now that, since, as
a result of, result from, be caused by, be brought about by, be affected by @1
Fuugfivavonienadns 1oun, accordingly, hence, consequently, so, therefore, thus,
so that Wag in order that fa9e13Lau
Nina got drenched during the rainstorm because she left her umbrella at her
office. (nay \RgITAUNG 2549: 18)

7. saduurluvsunuszianlidiesuie (Description clues or explanation
clues) #o fluugigidounanisddedmisifnlneiiausluzuiuunsesuiednume
vionuandAudlilinsueneumneviemdrinnruilaens Ssannsadiausioud
fifosnisazdennuming vieerandliluussloafefuvdedauniloidunisatuayy
Fomnuiiug fuuzUsuaniinaziunldesursuwpniidilaldenviesdnsindu
wasssudiliiannselimssaruldlneihedeUsslondus fogramu

The contestants were very angry about the result of the contest that a

skirmish developed and the police had to break up. (Tanthanis 2009: 3)
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(The contestants were so angry about the result of the contest uag the police
had to break up \Jusauugndeliiiuii skirmish uwuadn sed)
8. fhduugluusunuszianysyaunsansenisinau (Experience or inference

'
al

clues) AastLuegaUldANAMUTIAY (Existing schema) w3aUszaunisalifslunis

T o

WIAUNNEYRIAN LS Bed@suvinungliareantningenuatuisalduseaunisallunig

ndnsildduaeduld anuvanevesddnianfuiidlaldfdeidesiug fdiu
Aeadestuuszaunisaivesgudedsenaziiniulasnsmielaedouiliudius
anwnisaligeruredssavumdeiinnuannsaiivsandisluldlnauiniosminle
TPLERNE!

There was a great catastrophe in the town after the typhoon. The governor
expected to restore calm rapidly. (Tanthanis 2009: 2)

2

(H81UEUTAIANUNNILVRIAIN catastrophe ANUszaUNMTalANTilmdlanEs
Minguludiewmasanusvauiuneldlu catastrophe Famunedia meue)

9. frFuugluuIunUszinnazuAu (Summary clues) AedBuugmiinandeya
v oo o 2 v Yooy a A = Y ] Y%
Ul Feideuaalditasuanudavselannuiuansesnludnumesingg fude

Y Yo %

A9 weansedselenild gerudedddminufninsiziaslivnnisainiedeyatiu e

Y 1

AanuvsnevesAdwinlify fegiadu

Mrs. Nancy contributes money to the Red Cross, the Orphaned Children’s Club,
and the Cancer Society. She also volunteers many hours in the emergency ward
of the hospital. She is indeed altruistic. (nay WeITHuNa 2549: 18)
(Foruannsnaguvdsnisenuliinnsuudidunuideasazuasauguaruiiiietiomde

aunanyndlaeindaiy altruistic vuneauInuLiUsylewinudu)
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10. Mduuzluuunussiandguinguiiy (Figures of speech clues) AadaBilug
nieuldAguingudenianunuielinssnudnd iewseuliieudnyusvesdeindu
wsssUe e AN Bauuslavaneuseian

Simile Aa MsWSeuisusgransalunsaunlaedniianin like, as way than

Wuduug iy Capillaries are like tiny pipelines that connect veins and arteries.
A = = ¥ ! | a =% & a o = 1 o
Metaphor AamsiUsguisumenisnavindwmiadudndands nelaiien

wanansiSeuLieU WU You are the apples of my eyes.
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Personification 1dunislddnuazvesaufvdsildloau wu The warming
sun caressed the land, drying it gentry after many days of rain. (Sinatra and
Dowd 1991: 225)

1. fhguurluusuntszianesualuastindes (Mood and tone clues) Fod
Puugidouasensuaiuliduiusituanumnevesidwiadoulad i
The tormented animal screeched with horror and writhed in pain as it tried
desperately to escape from the hunter’s trap. (Sinatra and Dowd 1991: 225)

12. ftuugluuiumssivaudutusiignésils (Anaphoric relation clues)
Aoftuugildsedmudiiudmemnumnesenined Awiszedlulssloaniluas
glfunuBndudonguaduluussloanounii IneialufduusUssamilldygvasem
113 (Personal pronouns: I, me, we, us, you, he, she, it, they, him, her) wagilau
A33NU1U (Demonstrative pronouns: this, that, these, those, who, whose, whom)
PRIIUNLY
The philatelist was searching through his large album. He had been collecting
stamps for years. (Sinatra and Dowd 1991: 224)
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13. fguugluusunUssinmaifununIsamanggania (Serial comma clues)

Ay a

< (Y v A (J = '
Juiwusndideuldiniaamnggania (commas) lunisuenAnltudselen dsaunsatae

e

Y v A

dinaulidlageuld flsueralisianisadniiduye (Words in a  categories

e e

0 I

sequence) Fsivimuatiueglunguifisatugeuisannsnmaumneesitlisld
Ly

The fruit needed for this salad are apples, bananas, pears,
avocados, and oranges. @N1IOAIAMUNLILVBIANIN avocados Duwalfadanils

lgannAaue Negdrdunuesomuneyania dadunaliviaonun (Sinatra and Dowd
1991: 224)
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vasAdningSeuldAunsuanteiueanty lnefiduusu1aussinneadinssey
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WD UNIBAIT1TAAINULAATILUNISTLULAINUNLNY bawA Direct definition clues,
Comparison clues lLag Restatement clues &ﬁ'h%LLuSUNUizLﬂVIQ'ﬁEJuéfENI%
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Example clues, Cause and effect clues, Description clues, Inference clues,
Summary clues, Figures of speech clues oz Mood and tone clues Tuwazag
Fuurdnnquuilildlassadianquansedssloalunisdannumuievasdrdnd lauwn

Anaphoric relation clues Wag Serial comma clues
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wnfigatusunisery WunildluinvenianudAyngavesiemndiuigy Dudiie
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(Graves and Taffe 2002: 143-144; Nation 1990: 130; Oxford and Crookall 1994:
232; Rasinski et al. 2008: 20; Silberstein 1994: 107; Stauffer 1969: 275, 81959l

giunIyad 2550: 3; alla giunIyad 2550: 17-18)
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AlSsuanusainuuunaaeunduieulaginiinewssusgreiidedAynisaifuaz &
aunsatiewviedissuniauausanianiwamlunisuenanuviemdnilalagds

YYv a =

Peligiseuiiniuatuisaluniseuidvlannuniwsengulafadu (Baumann et al.

2002, Gifford 1994, Mukoroli 2011, Rodriguez and Sadoski 2000, Walters 2006 wag
Yang 2009)
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Jyeuuavany (Bishop et al. 2009: 192, 194-198) iauslvigaeundsuunnais
NsANUINgAENNIINUTUNEaNINdauLenlagane Tngliiseunsiuiamtuuy

TuuSunuseianangg warmasgnaiseuinluuienseusuniladenadennunuievesle

Y
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Xy Y] o a J X Y & ! a o o 1%
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1. ey (Cloze Technique) WWufanssuiulidiSeuiuisanudiAny

o

yoauunittisdonauvuisvesidilisle laogasulsifiSouiudiignavesanain
Foanunieuns1u fisusududessruvuniegseumdnyiinely ilelddni
wanzalidoaudugiumgduna faouanalidldlaslidsnusiuinuasd
Aunssudonaiidunduvdoqlélutnausn visniuaunsoliSownaufeld

2. wenUseny (Sorts) Lud ﬁmsimuummﬂiwLsauLLEJmJiummaammuﬂu

aa v

v3un TnefaudndenysslonfififiuugUssnndngg udrdamindutnsusslon s
i FousunarAausndssianiatuugluuioniivas WS suaunsamiaramansves

Adnnlisla lutusuusndaeuealvigiseunenussnnimduugluuiunain 2 Ussnn

noU LU A19AAIU (Definition clues) Wag AATUNUIEA1Y (Contrast and negation

clues)

=
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