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Abstract

Since the mid-18" century, the technological progress in Europe and the U.S. has
changed the people’s way of life. The Westerners had interest in the natural resources and
the civilizations of people in the unknown land. Some travelers kept a journal to document
their experiences and observations on their journey. Several travelogues could be seen in
newspapers, magazines, and books. Convenient and safe travel, along with the growth of the
tourism industry, enabled more women to travel independently. Helen Candee Churchill, an
American female writer who possessed abilities in various areas and deeply appreciated
Angkor, the ancient Cambodian civilization, went to Angkor in 1922. After her visit to this
remarkable site, she published a book entitled, Angkor the Magnificent: Wonder City of
Ancient Cambodia in 1924. She provided interesting details about Angkor, consistent with the
studies and excavations conducted by the Ecole Francaise D’extréme Orient which were
written in French. The book was considered an up-to-date travelogue to Angkor written in
English at that time. It remains a classic book about Angkor that is still enjoyable for today’s

readers.
Keywords: Angkor, Ancient Cambodia, Travelogue
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