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Abstract

The objectives of this study were to investigate (1) the threats and opportunities in
Chinese calligraphy education in the digital era, and (2) the potential of social media
totransform threats into opportunities for calligraphy learning among the new generation of
Chinese learners. In-depth interview and participant observation were conducted, focusing on
two target groups. The first group consisted of experts in Chinese calligraphy, new media or
digital media, and social media, specifically those knowledgeable about the top three
platforms; WeChat, Douyin (TikTok) and Weibo. The second group comprised new generation
of Chinese learners.

The findings revealed that the characteristic of digital media including realtime
communication, social network interaction, multimodality and hyper-textuality are highly
effective in generating both threats and opportunities of Chinese calligraphy learning among
new generation. These influences manifest in areas such as communication language, the
traditional art of character writing, the aesthetics of brush and ink expression, and the
symbols of national culture and identity. WeChat, Douyin and Weibo played significant roles
in tansforming the challenges of learning Chinese calligraphy into opportunities though they
differred in their approaches. Learners tended to prefer WeChat for realtime discussion,
particularly regarding brushwork techniques. Douyin was promptly used for its dynamic
features that supported multimodal learning processes while Weibo was favored for
showcasing modern applications of calligraphy as an art form. Ultimately, social media
platforms demonstrate strong potential in fostering interest and engagement in Chinese
calligraphy among the new generation, thereby helping to bridge the gaps of cultural

preservation and modernity, which are the way of life in digital era.

Keywords: Chinese calligraphy, Digital media, New media, Social media
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