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Abstract

This research aims to study changes in food offerings in the Langya Sea Worship
Ceremony and to analyze the impact of social transformations in the fishing village on the
offerings. The study applied the theoretical frameworks of cultural materialism and cultural
symbolism and employed both documentary analysis and fieldwork conducted in Langya
Town, Qingdao City, Shandong Province, China. Observations and investigations were carried
out on the food offerings used in the sea worship ceremony and on the shifting industrial
structure of the local fishing village. The findings reveal that the food offerings have
continuously changed in response to economic, social, and cultural contexts. Notable
characteristics include the integration of land- and sea-based ingredients, flexibility in the
selection of ritual offerings, the use of auspicious symbolic representations, and a growing
tendency toward utilitarian values. Moreover, these changes reflect the dynamic nature of
the villagers’ belief in the Dragon King, which continues to influence the daily lives of the
fishermen, despite adaptations to modern times. This study demonstrates the relationship
between folk beliefs and social change, suggesting that while rituals and offerings evolve
over time, the belief in the Dragon King persists through its adaptation to changing social

contexts.

Keywords: Langya Sea Worship Ceremony, Food Offerings, Dragon King Belief, Social Change
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