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Abstract
This study investigates the characteristics of church naming practices that reflect the
identity of Protestant Christians in Chiang Mai Province. The findings reveal three primary
origins of church names: locations, Christian missions, and biblical figures. In terms of word
formation, most church names combine a place name with a Christian mission, followed by
combinations of a biblical figure with a place name, and a place name with a Christian
affiliation. Additionally, three compositional patterns are identified: (1) a church affiliation
combined with an ethnic group name and a place name, (2) a place name combined with a
Christian mission and a church affiliation, and (3) a Christian mission combined with a place
name and a biblical figure. The study concludes that the naming of Protestant churches
reflects religious identity through mission emphasis, references to biblical figures, and

denominational affiliation.

Keywords: Church names, Protestant denominations, Word composition characteristics,

Chiang Mai Province
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