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On the Ethical Identity and Ethical Choice
in “Behind the Painting” of Sriburapha
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Abstract

Sriburapha is the founder of modern literature of Thailand. There is a clear ethical
structure in his representative work, Behind the Painting. Kirati, the heroine in the novel,
always unconsciously falls into multiple ethical predicaments because of the misplacement
of her ethical identity. Her ethical choices made in the ethical environment at that time did
not make any sense but only brought about the tragedy of love and marriage. The author
thus aimed to present his protest against the ethical view of the feudal system which
distorted human nature. Through this novel, Sriburapha appealed for the love and marriage
ethics based on the reality of human nature and the rational foundation. The characteristics

of the ethical propagation of this novel were then highlighted.
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